A perspective on the role of collagenase in recessive dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa.
The pathophysiology of tissue fragility in recessive dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa may be due in part to excessive destruction of interstitial collagens by a structurally altered, but catalytically active, form of human skin collagenase. Therapeutic attempts directed toward reducing the expression of this enzyme have resulted in clinical improvement in some patients with the disease.